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Winner of the 2017 Eisner Award in the Best Academic/Scholarly Work category2017 Prose
Awards Honorable Mention, Media & Cultural StudiesOver the last 75 years, superheroes have
been portrayed most often as male, heterosexual, white, and able-bodied. Today, a time when
many of these characters are billion-dollar global commodities, there are more female
superheroes, more queer superheroes, more superheroes of color, and more disabled
superheroes--but not many more.Superwomen investigates how and why female superhero
characters have become more numerous but are still not-at-all close to parity with their male
counterparts; how and why they have become a flashpoint for struggles over gender, sexuality,
race, and disability; what has changed over time and why in terms of how these characters have
been written, drawn, marketed, purchased, read, and reacted to; and how and why
representations of superheroes matter, particularly to historically underrepresented and
stereotyped groups.Specifically, the book explores the production, representations, and
receptions of prominent transmedia female superheroes from their creation to the present:
Wonder Woman; Batgirl and Oracle; Ms. Marvel and Captain Marvel; Buffy the Vampire Slayer;
Star Wars' Padmé Amidala, Leia Organa, Jaina Solo, and Rey; and X-Men's Jean Grey, Storm,
Kitty Pryde, Rogue, and Mystique. It analyzes their changing portrayals in comics, novels,
television shows, and films, as well as how cultural narratives of gender have been negotiated
through female superheroes by creators, consumers, and parent companies over the last
several decades.

“Superwomen is an accessible text that can be enjoyed by both lay and expert readers. It
succinctly summarizes the history and issues surrounding some of the most well-known female
superheroes while having a robust bibliography and enough theoretical depth to satisfy any
popular culture scholar.” - ImageTexT"Insightful, sometimes depressing or infuriating, always
engaging, Superwomen is an excellent addition to the world of superhero criticism." - Fantasy
Literature“Cocca’s book is particularly effective due to the thoroughness of her data collection
and the comprehensiveness of her analysis.” – The Popular Culture Studies Journal--This text
refers to the hardcover edition.About the AuthorCarolyn Cocca is Associate Professor in the
Department of Politics, Economics, and Law at the State University of New York, College at Old
Westbury, USA. She is the author of Jailbait: The Politics of Statutory Rape Laws in the United
States, and various articles and book chapters about gender and superheroes. --This text refers
to the hardcover edition.
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dokkristen, “Five Stars. time for women to come into their own and this book points in that
direction.”

Jorge Reyes, “Recommendable. Amazing literature, it creates a new way to approach sensible
topics while offering a topic in which anyone can feel related.”

CeCe Blevins, “Great Book. If you love super hero's this is the book to buy. Tells the real truth
about how men think of women in comic books and each character has it's own story. It
empowers women super hero's”

Ted, “Amazing!. I wasn't even into comic books before I read this. Such an interesting, unique
voice that teaches the reader about the politics of superwomen. Can't wait to share with friends.
Good for comic lovers and those new to the genre. Great as a gift for your feminist friend!”

Addie Allen, “I thoroughly enjoyed reading it. This book is really interesting and well-written. I
thoroughly enjoyed reading it. Highly recommend.”

The book by Carolyn Cocca has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 23 people have provided feedback.
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